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94-78 March 22, 1994 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: 
LECTURES TO FOCUS ON CIVIL WAR AND THE CONSTITUTION 
CHARLESTON -- Civil War expert Phillip Paludan and noted 
Reconstruction scholar Michael Les Benedict will bring the drama 
of the U.S. Constitution to east central Illinois in two public 
lectures at Eastern Illinois University in March and April. 
Paludan, the author of several books on the Civil War and a 
professor of history at the University of Kansas, will discuss 
the evolution of constitutionalism during the Civil War at 
7 p.m. Monday, March 28 in Eastern's Coleman Hall auditorium. 
The foremost scholar in America on how the Civil War finally 
transformed northern society into something resembling the 
Hamiltonian model of centralized power, Paludan's work shows the 
constitutional significance of Civil War battles and the war 
experiences of individual Union soldiers. 
Benedict, a professor of history at Ohio State University 
and a leading scholar in American constitutional history and the 
Reconstruction era, will describe the challenges to American 
federalism resulting from the civil War at 7 p.m. Monday, April 4 
in Coleman Hall auditorium. 
He will show how American constitutionalism adapted to 
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emancipation and examine the continuing impact of the Fourteenth 
Amendment on American life. 
The two lectures are funded by an Illinois Humanities 
Council grant awarded to Christopher Waldrep, EIU assistant 
professor of history and author of Night Riders: Defending 
Community in the Black Patch. 
Waldrep said the lectures are timely since Eastern's new 
core curriculum requires study of the Constitution. 
A public reception, sponsored by the Coles County Historical 
Society, will follow each lecture at the Dudley House, 895 7th 
Street, Charleston. 
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